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Social Inclusion
“Social Inclusion” is one of those warm fuzzy terms that have become popular with governments in the past few years. Tasmania even has a Social Inclusion Commissioner whose task it is to see that Tasmania develops programmes that are inclusive. And of course any of you who have been reading these brief editorials over the past few years will know that inclusion, social or otherwise, is something of an obsession with me.
So imagine my delight when I, along with Avis Calvert and Yvonne Pinel, was asked to speak at a forum at the Town Hall called, “Launceston - A More Socially Inclusive City.”
We talked enthusiastically about Maggies and the warm inclusive place we have there for all kinds of people, many of whom don’t fit in more conventional cafes. We talked of the Pilgrim’s long history of providing inclusive services for the community and we were received well by the audience. However I have to say that there was some suspicion and reserve there. You see churches and inclusion have in the past not gone well together. 
In fact one group vocalised that suspicion when they claimed for many a church is the last place someone would go to feel acceptance and inclusion. Somewhere along the road churches have lost the inclusion plot. Whether it be our particularity about whom we baptise, marry, accept into membership, who can use our premises or who we will help, many churches have alienated themselves from the people we have been commissioned to serve. Often the exclusion is subtle but it’s still there. Like Australia of yesteryear, we say – this is our place and we will determine who comes in. And of course the various media stories do not help our cause.
Having said all that, however, as I listened to speaker after speaker talk about the kind of community they longed for in Launceston, I found myself smiling because the community they want is the community I believe Jesus has asked us to create, a place where the great commandment to love governs all our actions. 
As I See It, the resources we have here at Pilgrim are not for our exclusive use and I know that all of us have worked hard over the years to make that claim a reality. The forum is interested in creating a number of “third places” where people can gather for the sake of gathering, alternatives to pubs and clubs, where people can yarn with one another, and feel free to cry and laugh together. One of those places needs to be in the heart of the city and it’s my belief that Pilgrim could be such a place. 
We’ve recently dreamed a dream of expanding Maggies, to use our Walk-Way more creatively and opening up the front of our church. We know we can’t do it on our own. Perhaps we could do it working together with the community we find ourselves in. 
Stay tuned for further developments.
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