July 12th  -  Thomas Berry by Margy Dockray
One of the great thinkers of our time, Thomas Berry, died in his nineties on 1st June 2009. Thomas Berry passionately advocated a change of relationship between human beings and the other creatures sharing Earth. I first encountered him while studying eco-theology and creation spirituality some years ago. His writing still inspires me because along with many other contemporary spiritual thinkers he sees the universe as being alive with the presence of God.  Below are some quotes from his writings which pretty much sum up AS HE SEES IT! 
"Earth, our home and mother, the community of which we are a part, the primary revelation of the divine, is composed of subjects to be communed with, not objects to be exploited."
"The natural world is the larger sacred community to which we all belong. To be alienated from this community is to become destitute in all that makes us human. To damage this community is to diminish our own existence."
"...We need to esteem this planet and its functioning in the depths of its mystery. The greatest of human discoveries in the future will be the discovery of human intimacy with all those other modes of being that live with us on this planet, inspire our art and literature, reveal that numinous world whence all things come into being, and with which we exchange the very substance of life."
"The basic mood of the future might well be one of confidence in the continuing revelation that takes place in and through the Earth.
If the dynamics of the Universe from the beginning shaped the course of the heavens, lighted the sun, and formed the Earth, if this same dynamics brought forth the continents and the seas and atmosphere, if it awakened life in the primordial cell and then brought into being the unnumbered variety of living beings, and finally brought us into being and guided us safely through the turbulent centuries, there is reason to believe that this same guiding process is precisely what has awakened in us our present understanding of ourselves and our relation to this stupendous process.
Sensitized to such guidance from the very structure and functioning of the Universe, we can have confidence in the future that awaits the human venture."
(With thanks to “Earthsong”, a quarterly publication based on the ideas of Thomas Berry.
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