As I See it


July 26th  -  The Chaser
“The Chaser’ War on Everything” is a TV programme that produces strong feelings. There are those who loathe with a passion the iconoclastic humour that it presents. And most would believe that it clearly went over the good taste boundary when it presented its “Make a Wish” satire. But often our satirists have something important to say about the society in which we live. 

Satire is designed to shock, to view the familiar through a skewed lens with the hope that we might have a new appreciation of the familiar. So it was that last Sunday our Chaser team sought to scale the steeple of St. John’s Anglican Church in Canberra, the place of worship of our Prime Minister, a sacred and holy place that most in our society would say was inviolable.  The point of course was that this action was comparable with the daily scaling of Uluru a sacred and holy place to the indigenous custodians of that particular piece of land. 

If you have ever been to Uluru, you will have seen the many posters stating clearly that the indigenous custodians of Uluru would prefer that you didn’t climb and invite you to walk around the great monolith to gain a deeper appreciation of the holy place. I’d like to think that a similar offer is made to would-be scalers of St. John’s, to come inside the building and so gain a deeper appreciation of that holy space. But note the contrast. In the Chasers case, people who had no intention of scaling the building are castigated for their bad taste. Some would have them banned further from appearing on television. In the case of those who choose to scale “The Rock”, they are given a certificate to celebrate their ignorance. It’s their God given right to go where they choose. After all it’s their country, and as one caller to local radio put it – ‘What’s this “ULURU” business, it’s “Ayres Rock!” 

Contrast the gentle request of the traditional custodians not to climb their holy place with the calling of the police to enforce their rights of possession of holy church. I can remember that back in the 70’s when it was proposed to hand over the then Ayres Rock to the local people that there was an huge outcry about how the aboriginal people would restrict White Australia’s right to enjoy the place. We used our standards of behaviour to judge, but quite obviously this has not happened. Our indigenous sisters and brothers in this instance have much to teach us about graciousness.

As I See It, satire is productive if it makes us laugh at some of the hypocrisy that is always evident in all societies. It can often be prophetic as it is in this case and is a call for honesty in our behaviour. And the strength of satire is that it is not a physically violent act. It seeks to use humour to encourage people to change their behaviour. In the case of climbing Uluru it seeks to have dominant culture  appreciate and respect the cultural and religious practises of other groups. Surely this is something we Christians should applaud rather than condemn.
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