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Those of you who know me well will have recognised that I suffer from a great disability. Foot in mouth disease! I sometimes speak before my mind is totally engaged and for someone whose stock in trade is talking, it can and has got me into a lot of trouble.    Take my time at Theological College. Not content with telling the Church History professor whose speciality subject was Reformation History, that I thought the Reformation was a great mistake, I followed it up by telling my Theology tutor that I didn’t see the need for Trinity in describing God. After all we say we believe in one God so what the point of the Three.

Now it’s fortunate that even someone like me is educable for in the matter of the Trinity at least, I have had a change of heart and of mind. You see I’ve discovered that God cannot be reduced to One. Single notions of God always land us in trouble because they always lead us to infantile struggles about my God being better than your God. God is too awesomely other for us to reduce to a single dimension. Over history all churches have sought to reduce God to our size - it’s what human do, so you have Jesus churches and Holy Spirit churches (Charismatic) and even Unitarian churches, each emphasising one aspect of God to the detriment of others.

    But recently I’ve read a book called the Shack by William Paul Young that tells of a meeting a traumatised man called Mack has with God in a shack. But the God he meets is nothing like the God he had been taught about in church. For a start, “Papa” (his wife’s pet name for God), is presented as a big Afro-American woman cooking up a storm in the kitchen and Jesus is depicted as a handyman in overalls, with the Spirit painted in the form an Asian woman who shimmers and blows where she will. There’s even a fourth aspect of God, Sophia, who meets Mack in a cave to challenge him further. 

It’s all very mysterious - it’s all totally God, designed to shake Mack’s and our certainties about God.


But good as I’ve found the book, you can’t limit God to a book, any book. So how about a painting - an icon - this icon. Rebrov’s “Trinity.” On this Trinity Sunday it is an icon that does what it is designed to do - brings you closer to God, to dwell in God.

This Greek Orthodox icon which shows three people eating together around a table is a wonderful representation of what Trinity is all about - three people eating around a table, obviously comfortable in each others company, who are at ease in who they are and accepting of  each other. They enjoy a meal together. They look at one with each other. You could even say they are one. This for me is Trinity. there is no competition, no dominance of one member over the others. No leader. They are one.

Oh that this would be a picture of God’s followers! In God the three in One there is no competition. There is no lording of one member over the others. The Holy Spirit does not say - “I’m doing all the work today in the world - you have to be baptised in me or it’s no good.” Nor does Jesus say, “Look it was me who was crucified, I’m the one who became human, who gave the most.” And God the Creator does not say “I’m the Father, I started everything off, so I’m the one who should be worshiped.”

No, they are One! They are the best example I know of what it means to live in community. Our church our society, our planet needs more than ever to practise Trinity so that we might all be whole, so that we might all be one. The doctrine of the Holy Spirit is as much about us as it is about God. If we are made in the image of God, how is that image reflected in in who we are are. 
What does that say about the way we live in relationship, in community, in communion with God, God’s creatures, the entire creation.

That’s why the Trinity is such an essential image of God in the 21st Century. Living out of our “Godness” we will reject the the key drivers of 21st Century living - that the individual is paramount; that you look after number one; that competition is healthy; that we need to look after our own; a century where domination and exploitation rather than co-operation is preferred. Domination of creation. A non-inclusive way that separates us from each other and from the God’s creation. Is it any wonder that the world is in the state it is in?

More than ever we need to see God as an intimate someone who is more than our puny definitions. God the Creator, who became flesh and lived amongst us, who is also Spirit who brings life - continually creating in our world today. One who can never be comprehended, only experienced in relationship. This is truly an awesome God , one that defies definition.

And this is God that the prophet Isaiah meets in our reading this morning. The God I hope we are all here to encounter this morning and in that encounter we are changed
.
Isaiah found himself in the temple that Sabbath morning, just the same as many times before. He comes to Temple, because that’s what good Jews do. We come to church because that’s what good Christians do. But boy, was he in for a shock! This time he is actually going to meet God, to commune with the most High. Now I know that we say we go to church to meet with God, but imagine: this time it actually happens! Isaiah  meets his God and it gives him a fright! it was awesome. the vision of God he has whilst he sits praying. Changed his whole life. he hears the singing, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, the whole earth is full of your glory.” and he sees visions of fiery creatures, seraphim. He sees God face to face and adores God.

And Isaiah’s response? Humility. He is overcome by his vision, his picture of God, and he can only utter, “Woe is me, I’m doomed, every word I utter is sinful. I live in a sinful world.” A true picture of God forces us to be humble, to confess, to know who we are before God and so we confess.
 But Isaiah’s vision of God goes on. It’s a movie, we can’t take a snapshot of God. Not even an icon like this one is enough. With God, after confession always comes forgiveness, for God seeks always to be in communion with his creation. Seared by a burning coal on his tongue, Isaiah is cleansed and empowered to speak out for God. This is Isaiah’s call and it begins with a closer a more intimate connection with the Divine. 

And any meeting with  the Divine always turns our lives upside down. Instead of being an observer of the icon we become part of the picture. We take our place around the holy table.

For Isaiah it means he hears the Lord speaking to him. “Whom shall I send?” he is asked? “Who shall go for us?” (Note the use of the plural.) And a word from the Lord is always full of questions. Ours is a questioning God. Questions addressed to us, not commands. A question, an invitation, “Will you follow me?” In a relationship with this awesome God there is no force. God stands at the door and knocks. Like in any worthwhile relationship God patiently waits on us to respond. “Whom shall I send? Who shall be my messenger?” And in true worship for that is Isaiah’s experience there has to be a response. Isaiah simply responds, “Here I am, send me.”

In a sense, we too can respond every Sunday when we meet. It’s down on our order of service, the words: “We begin our response.” We respond by making our offering then by praying, all calculated to bring us even more into relationship with God, with each other and with God’s creation.

So you see God can never be described as an object to be grasped hold of, examined and written about. To be truly understood the God we follow need to be experienced, just as Isaiah did. To be communed with - God in three persons, and as such to be appreciated for all God’s complexity in much the same way as God appreciates each of us.
 In a few moments may it be as we gather around our table that we might commune seriously with our multifaceted God and in so doing learn to appreciate the multifacetedness of each other and the whole creation, which are only reflections of the Most High God. 
